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Sexuality, human rights, and safety for people with disabilities: the challenge of intersecting identities by Daryl Higgins
	This article presents an overview of the challenges that persons living with disabilities face, ranging from sexual assaults, sexual victimization, gender-based discrimination, and homophobia. According to Higgins, there exists a direct linkage between living with a disability and the exposure of being disadvantaged or discriminated against due to the disability. In today's world, the author's findings are in a large way realistic, as people living with disabilities often face a lot of discrimination and assaults in life that occur due to their disability and health conditions.
	With relevance to Higgin’s findings, it is clear that the rate of gender-based discrimination for persons living with disabilities is very high, more so in developing countries. In the real sense, women are often more exposed to the risk of discrimination as compared to men. In many cultures, societies, and even countries, women are seen as inferior to men and are often prevented from participating in some activities due to their gender. For persons living with disabilities, gender-based discrimination is often an issue of major concern that primarily affects the female gender. Many people take advantage of their disabilities and decide to abuse them in many ways, such as sexually assaulting them or even beating them. Basically, in many cases, a very high percentage of females with disabilities in a given locality appears to have been abused or discriminated against in one way or another. 
	While discrimination and abuse of people living with disabilities continue to exist, there is a great need that the issue should be addressed with a lot of concern so that such discrimination can be halted. As Higgins suggests, there exist various barriers that make it impossible to handle and take action for a sexually assaulted person with a disability. The different societal, organizational, and individual barriers can only be eliminated through public awareness and strict measures taken against the individuals who take part in such kinds of discrimination. If the public can be educated on the dangers, challenges, and mental sufferings that people with disabilities encounter when they face discrimination and abuse, it is most likely that the issue can reduce. Also, strict measures should be taken by the regulatory agencies to ensure that immediate and strict actions are taken towards the individuals who are in any way associated with abuse for disabled persons. Through this, the risk at which the disabled are exposed to of being discriminated against can greatly reduce or even end completely.
